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Re:  Ex Parte Filing
CS Docket No. 98-120

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As the Commission continues to consider the issue of requiring cable to deliver all free
over-the-air digital broadcast signals to all subscribers, it is important that the full extent
of Congressional support for the nation’s free television service is part of the
Commission’s record. Accordingly, attached are the various Congressional letters of
support for full digital must carry that have been filed with the Commission.

Very truly yours,

Brafidon Burgeje 1
Chief Executive Officer

ION Media Networks
Attachment;

Cc (w/attachment): Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commussioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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CONGRESSIONAL LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR
MULTICAST MUST-CARRY

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-TX)-resent multiple letters: (6/16/2006,
3/5/2003)

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-25" FL)-resent multiple letters:

(6/14/2006, 3/2/2006)

Congressman Mark Foley (R—16“' FL)-resent multiple letters: (6/14/2006,

3/2/2006, 2/1/2005, 11/6/2002)

Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-18" FL)-resent multiple letters:

(6/14/2006, 3/2/2006, 2/1/2005, 11/26/2002)

Congresswoman Corrine Brown (D-3" FL)-resent multiple letters: (6/12/2006,

3/2/2006)

Senator Susan Collins (R-ME)-sent a letter: (6/12/2006)

Congressman Alcee Hastings (D—23"j FL)- resent multiple letters: (6/12/2006,
3/2/2006)

Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-17" FL)-resent multiple letters: (6/12/2006,
3/2/2006)

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-ZO"' FL)-resent multiple
letters: (6/12/2006, 3/2/2006)

Congressman Robert Wexler (D-19" FL)-resent multiple letters: (6/12/2006,
3/2/2006)

Congressman J. Gresham Barrett (R-3" SC)-resent multiple letters: (6/9/20006,
2/1/2005, 3/5/2003)

Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-21* FL)-resent multiple letters:
(6/8/2006, 3/2/2006, 2/1/2005, 11/26/2002)

Congressman Joe Wilson (R-2" SC)-resent multiple letters: (6/7/2006,
2/1/2005, 11/13/2002)

Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME)-resent multiple letters: (6/5/2006, 2/1/2005,
3/18/2003)
Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM): (4/3/2006)

Senator Pete Domenici (R-NM): (4/3/2006)
Congresswoman Katherine Harris (R-13" FL): (3/2/2006)
Congressman John Mica (R-7ﬂ' FL): (3/2/20006)

Congressman Clay Shaw (R-22" FL)-resent multiple letters: (3/2/2006,
2/1/2005, 11/26/2002)

Congressman Dave Weldon (R-15™ FL)-resent multiple letters: (3/2/2006,
2/1/2005, 8/5/2002)

Senator Mel Martinez (R-FL): (2/4/2005)

Congressman Henry Bonilla (R-23" TX): (2/1/2005)

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC)-resent multiple letters: (2/1/2005,
11/13/2002)
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Senator Trent Lott (R-MS)-resent multiple letters: (2/1/2005, 10/11/2002)

Congressman Tom Osborne (R—3rd NE)-resent multiple letters: (2/1/2005,
3/10/2003)
Congressman Paul Gillmor (R-5™ OH): (1/20/2004)

Senator James Inhofe (R-OK): (7/23/2003)
Congressman Mac Collins (Ret. R-GA): (3/5/2003)
Senator Larry Craig (R-ID): (10/11/2002)
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VETERANS' AFFAIRG
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4304

June 16, 2006

Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

I have been informed that the FCC will address the issue of multicast must-carry during
the June 21* FCC meeting. 1 have consistently expressed my support for cable carriage of a
broadcaster’s entire 6 MHz of spectrum and am pleased to hear that you will be revisiting this
issue. This is a very important issue affecting small, independent, minority and religious
broadcasters in Texas and throughout the country.

Without the ability to multicast in digital television, smaller stations will struggle to
compete, and local viewers may lose access to valuable community oriented programs. Non-
major network affiliated broadcasters in Texas offer unique programming that is tailored to our
state’s population, including religious, Spanish-language, agricultural and rural, and locally-
focused programming. These broadcasters are committed to airing quality and unique public
interest prograrming that reflects our state’s diverse demographics,

As the FCC considers initiatives that would move the digital transition forward in a
manner that is least disruptive to the American consumer, multicast must carry should be a top
priority. Therefore, in order to promote the government and public interests of ensuring a
smooth digital transition, [ would encourage you to vote in the affirmative for multicast must-
carry, and 1 reiterate my support for broadcasters receiving cable camriage of their entire 6 MHz
of spectrum.

A successful trangition from analog to digital television will bring consumers new
choices and greater diversity in video programming, as well as ensure a competitive market.
Requiring cable carriage of broadeast station multicast channels will allow broadcasters to
provide viewers more options and to maxirnize the benefits of the digital transition.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 1look forward to hearing from you on this

matter.
Sincereby;
Kay\Railey Hutch%m

Wahshrp:hutchison sesnate. gov
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June 14, 2006

Chaimnan Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commigsion
445 12° Sreet SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin;

It is our undetstanding that you will soon be considering ruling on multicast must-carry issues
for brogdousters in digital television. As you know, we have previously expeessed our support
for Lroadsasters 10 receive full cable canisge of thelr entite 6 MHz of spectrum in digijtal
tolevision. Requiring the carrisge of broadcaster’s 6 MHz of spectrum, which is the current

in analog television, will maintin the delicate vegulatory balance that mekes it
pastible for small and independent broadcasiers to be part of today’s mmiti-media landscape.
This igsue is important to our state, which is home to many smatler, independent brondcasters,
including locally focused, and several minority broadcast companies.

As you know, in recent years, the cumrent media environment hag become increasingly
consolidated lcading to imegrated media conglomerates. Multicast mnust-cary will help maintaio
2 reasonsbly proportionate cable 1o broadcast channel ratio that existed, and was successful, in
analog televizion. Small and independest broadcasters deliver vital services to their
Important 10 local communities.

In this regard, we believe a favorable ruling for multicast xmst-carry is a reasonable means for
ensuring a diversity of local, independent, and religious programming in the digital television
marketplace. 'Within sll applicable rules and regulation, we reiterate our support for this issue.
Thank you for your time and consideration to this matter.

Sincersly,

PRINTED OM MICYCLEG PAPER



Congress of the Hnited Staten
Washington, BE 20515

June 12, 2006

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

We have been informed that you are considering placmg the mul’ucast must-catry issue
on the Federal Communications Commission docket at your Jine 21" meeting. As you know,
we have previously expressed our support for broadcasters o continue to receive cable carriage
of their entire 6MHz of spectrum, including any multicast channels, in digital television. To be
clear,with mullicast must-carry, broadcasters are not seeking ceringe of any additional spectrum
than cable has carried on their systems since 1992, In fact, cable operators can now compress
each broadcaster’s 6MHz of spectrum with multicast signals to 3MHz without degrading the
signals, thereby freeing up half of the spectrum they have traditionally allocated for
broadcasters,

As you know, the current media environment has become increasingly consolidated in
recent years leading to horizontally and vertically integrated media conglomerates. Multicast
must-carry will help maintain a rcasonably proportionate cable to broadcast channel ratio that
existed, and was successful, in analog tolevision. Small, independent, religious and minority
broadcasters provide valvable family-friendly and locally-oriented programming - for
communities across the nation and will be irreparably harmed without multicast must-carry in
digital television.

In this regard, we believe a ruling in the affirmative for multicast must-carey is a
reasonable means for ensuring a diversity of local, independent and rellgnous programming in the
digital television marketplace and we reiterate our support for this issue. Thank you for your
time and consideration. We look forward to your response.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




The Honorable Kevin Martin
Page 2

Color i i

/ZMM

Cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan 8. Adelstein
Commissioner Deberah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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June 12, 2006

Kevin I. Martin

Chalrman

Federal Commundcations Commission
445 12th Stost, SW

Washington, D.C, 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

It is my underatanding thel you will be considering digital mmlticast
must-¢arry rights for broadoastees in the upooming weeks. I am wiiting to commuuicate my
view that broadeasters should receive foll oable carriage of their entive 6 MEHz of spectrum
(which is the current requirensent in analog telovision), | beliovo that this requirement i3
nocessary to ensure the maintenance of the delicate regulatory balance that makes it possible for
small and independent broedossters to be a part of the nmiti-media lmdscaps of today's
television industry.

I am a strotig proponent of presorving localiat as well 83 promoting the divetsity of
television progremming. The transition from analog to digital television will bring consmmers in
Matne and acrosa the gation many new choices for video programming, and will help to ¢nsure 2
competitive market. For thess reusons, preserving the 6 MHz must-carry obligation for '
broadcasters’ digital channels will serve the public's interest in Jocal coromunities across the
nation,

Thank you for your attestion o this matter.

Sincerely,

Sugan M. Collins
United States Senator

O  PUINTED ON ASSYDLED PAPRA
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Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Federal Communications Commission

445 Twelfth Street Street, SW, Room 8-C445
Washington, DC 20554

It is my understanding that you are considering ruling on multicast must-carry
righis for broadcasters and that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will be
voting on this matter on June 21, 2006. As you know, | have previously expressed my
support for broadcasiers to receive full cable carriage for their entire § MHz of spectrum
(which is the cusrent requirement in analog television). Requiring the carriage of
broadcasters' 6 MHz of spectrum will maintain the delicate reguiatory balance that allows
small end independent broadcasters to be part of the multi-media landscepe in today's
television indusiry.

I am a strong proponent of preserving localism as well as promoting the diversity
of television programming, and I strongly support & must carry rule, A successful
transition from analog to digital television will bring consumers new choices for video
programming and ensure a competitive market. Carriage of broadcesters' digital channeis
will serve the public's interest in locat communitics across the nation,

Thank you for your attention to this im,

L arrett
Mgmber of Congress
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Chairman Kevin J. Martin
Federul Comunmications Commission

445 Twelith Street, SW, Room B-C445
Washington, D.C, 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

It is my understanding thet you are consldading roling on muliicast mvst-carry rights for
broadeasters in digital televigion in the upcoming weeks. A you Jmow, 1 have praviously
expressed my support for hroadcasters to receive full oable carriage for their entirs GVEH2 of
spectrum (which is tho current requiroment in analog telovision). Requizing the carriage of
broadcesters’ 6 MELz of spectrum will maintain the delicate regulatory balance that makes it
possible for small and independent broadcasters to bo u part of the multi-media landscape in
today's television industry,

I am g strong proponent of preserving localism as well a3 promoting the diversity of
telovision programming, and I srongly support a mvust carcy rule. A successful transition from
analog to digital television will bring consumers new choicos for video programming and ensure
a competitive market. Carriage of broadcasters’ digital channals will serve the public’s intersst
in looal communities across the naiion,

—

Thank you for your attention to this matter. : '

LDB:ha
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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin,

It is my understanding that you are considering ruling on multicast must-carry rights for
broadcasters in digital television in the upcoming weeks. As you know, I have previously
expressed my support for broadcasters to receive full cable carriage of their entire 6 MHz of
spectrum (which is the current requirement in analog television). Requiring the carriage of
broadcasters' 6 MHz of spectrum will maintain the delicate regulatory balance that makes it
possible for small and independent broadcasters to be a part of the multi-media landscape in
today's television industry.

I am a strong proponent of preserving localism as well as promoting the diversity of
television programming, and I strongly support a must carry rule. A successful transition from
analog to digital television will bring consumers new choices for video programming and ensure
a competitive market, Carriage of broadcasters' digital channels will serve the public's interest in
local communities across the nation.

If 1 may be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,
JOE WILSON
Member of Congress
JW/MC
MoLants Orrce:
1700 SunseT Bevo. (U 978), Soxre 1 212 Cannon Houss Ormcs BuRDING L i
WEST CoLusmma, SC 28108 Wasrsnavon, DC 206195-4002 m‘;";:," m Oﬂgfs
MaiLing Aooaess: P.O. Box 7381 (202) 225-2452 P.O.Box 1038
CoLumaa, SC 20202 Fax; (202} 225-2488 BeAUroRT, SC 29901
F csu{::; 033;0041 E-malL: jos.wlsondmall. house.gov 1849) 6212630
Ax: {803) 838-0078 Wesams: www.houss.govijoewllson Fax: {843) 521-2635
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1303

June 5, 2006

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman, the Federal Communications Commission

445 12" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin,

COMMITTEES:
COMMERCE, SCENCE. AND
TRANSPORTATION

CHAIR, FISHERIES AND COAET GUARD
SURCOMMITTRY

FINANCE
INTELLIGENCE
CHAIR, SMALL BUSINESS

It is my understanding that you are considering ruling on multicast must-carry
rights for broadcasters in digital television in the upcoming weeks. As you know, I have
previously expressed my support for broadcasters to receive full cable carriage of their

entire 6 MHz of spectrum (which is the current requirement in analog television).

Requiring the carriage of broadcasters’ 6 MHz of spectrum will maintain the delicate
regutatory balance that makes it possible for small and independent broadcasters to be a
part of the multi-media landscape in today's television industry.

I am a strong proponent of preserving localism as well as promoting the diversity
of television programming, and 1 strongly support a must carry rule. A successful
transition from analog to digital television will bring consumers new choices for video
programming and ensure a competitive market. Carriage of broadcasters' digital channels
will serve the public's interest in local communities across the nation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Ausury Avgusia

TWo GREAT FALLG PLaza AD WESTERN AVTNUE, Surry 4080
Swire 76 AuaisTa, ME 04330

1207} 622-8292

Avmunx, ME H4210
{207) 7862451

BANGOR Bootronb
ONR COMBEILAND PLace, SIHTE 308 231 MAIN STiaer, Surme 2

Banpon, ME 04401 Binoeromp, ME 04005
207] 945-0432 207} 202934

N MAINE CALL TOLL-FREE 1800432~ 1599
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Pormang
FCroaL FLas, SUTE B0 169 ACADEMY STREET, SUTE 3

PoavLAND, ME 04 101
{207} 878-0283
Mpake Ry SEwvsce
TOD 1-985-3323

PREJOUE (6LE

Presuue 6LE, MIE 04769
{207 I5a-5124






Uongress of the United Bintes
Bshingteon, BE 20515

March 2, 2006
Honorable Joo Barton Hornorable Joln Dingell
Chairtnan i Ranking Momber
Bosegy & Commerce Committes Energy & Commerce Committee
* United States House of Representatives United States Houss of
‘Washington, D.C, 20515 * Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chalrman Berton and Ranking Member Dingell:

‘Wo are writing 1 express our support for en issue of critical importance to broadcasters
in the State of Fiorida: multicast must-cerry in digital television. As you know, Florida is home
to the countsy’s oﬂymmlmuk«immmdmtbmadman,mmmﬂ,mdmwdm
broadoesters, including locally focnaed, and several minority broadonst compunies,

Muiticest noust-carry is patticularly important to & state like Florida becauss of the umiqoe

cordposition of our sonstituency. ‘Wo rely heavily on the nichs programming provided by small,

independont, minority and religious breedcasters to reach our local elderly, minority, and
religious cotmunities, Qur broadcasters that are not effiliated with major media conglomerates
have provided testimonials on the difficultios they are experiencing in working with distributors
on seouring carriage of their molticast signals. They have provided examples of compelling
progranuming that they will offer on their multicast channels, but have advised us that they are
systamatically being denied distribution. Unforiunately, brordaasters not aesociated with a
multi-media conglomarete will be unsble bo loverage other amsets to sscure multicast carriage of
thodr sipnals in the digital ervironment and our state will lose importent sources of local news,
information and entertainment that is tailorsd to address the needs of our Siate’s divers -

¢. In summary, we beliovs that small and independent broadcastoers should have g
place in the digitel talevision environment.

Th this regard, we won) ask that you include a multicest must-carry provision in eny
telecommaunications legislation thal passes this year, Thank you for your time and consjderation.

% ;
Cangressman Alcec L,

Fonduch B. Tl

Congressman Kendriok B, Msok

Sincerely,

PRNTID O MCYCLED RAPIR
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Honorable Joe Barton and Honorable John Dingell
March 1, 2006
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Fobruaty 4, 2005

‘The Honorsble Michas Powell
Foderal Gmmwiaﬂq Comnission
445 12 Btrest, 8.W,, $* Ploor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Doar Chalrmun Powall:

T undecstand that you are consldaring niting on multionst must-carry rights for dightal
telaviglon broadousters. 1 wish to exprosy my support fox brondonsters to receive fll carriage of
the entire 6 MHy spestram in digital tilovision. Doing so will snsure that seasll and independent
brocdosstess will b able to be part of the modsm broadodst industry. Staall end independant
Troadoastery doliver vital secvices to shelr communitios, such s community.apecifio news,
religiona programming, Faraily-fiisadly trondcasts, and othet information temportunt to local
communities, 'Without a rujtloast must-carsy mandate, theao brondoustors will be imeparably
harmad.

1 believe that 2 niling requiring i carrlage of G 6 MEz apectrum wilk engure that small
and jndepopdent broadtasters will bo able 1o compete in the marketplace and that the diversity of
media programming will coatixroe to banafh our local communitics,

1 would appescluse your careful consideration of ids muster and I look forwrpd to your

- o

United States Sonator




Congress of the TEnited States
Whashingioh, € 205
February 1, 2005

The Honorabls Micheal Powall
Faderal Comnnunivations Commission
445 12" Streel, SW, 5* Foor
Washizgton, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

Tt is our undarstanding that yon are comsldering ruling on multioast mwsi-onry
rights for broadcesters in digital televislan in the apooraing wosks, As you kmow, we
have previonsly expressed our mupport for broadcasters fo roceive full enble cowiage of
their entire 6 MHz of spectrum in digital tolevision. Requiring the camiage of
brosdeaster's § MHz of speotrum (which is the current requiroment in analog television)
will maintain the dellcate regulatory bulance that waxkes it posaible for mmall and
independent broadoasters to be part of the nwlt-miedls mnd consolidated brosdoast
Inudscape .of today’s television industry. Specifically, wmell, independent, religions,
family-friendly and minority broadossters (hat provide cammminlty fooused nows,

entertainment and infortition fo ool commaities across the ration will be irreparably

harmed without & mulficast must-carry mandate.

In thia regard, wo believe a ruling requiring snything lesa then full carrlage of @
brordoantst’s 6 MHz of spechum would severely hinder wmell and indspendent
broadeasters from sompeting in the markeiplace and threaten a diversity of ownerehip
and programming; and we reaffizm cur support for this lsane,

We would encourage your thoughtful revisw of this raatter and ook forwand to
Your reuponae. .

Sincerely,

—— —— ——tam————







PAULE dl.udm COMMITTIR QN EHETTY AN COMMSRCY
S0 Givnedt, Dud MECGU TS
CabNpR Ay [ART), AN S . - AT AE KASARD o) BBl B
%Wmmffaw k 4 . vqm-:"mpmww
Bariinesry . WNOMITHI
Congress of the Tnited States  SRITDERRS,
Touse of Represpiiatives , e
WSnahingten, DL 208153508
Sspunry 20, 2004
The Honwohils Misheal Powel!
Chalyzen
Fedoral Comenunications Corniasion

M0 tdd  Promitongrsesmn 11 1]wer Tils P.22A2 Jib'.ill

445 12th Bweet, NW
Wathington, D.C, 20554

Dear Chadrman Pawell:
1am wilting regarding the cument digtial tolevision, multicest "'must cxrzy” debste.

Of note, A number of Ohlo broaduast siationa heve contested mo condeaning ihic {esue, and In
pestioulsr, noy-major nstwork sfiliate siatlou including fmily-fiondly WLMB in Toledo, WILW in
Lima, WSBI in Coluntbus ond WGGN fu Qoveland. Theso broadoasters have somvayed repeatadly that
the transition 1o diz!ial talevislon hne bren a1 eXxpensive std major undarhking, Yt one with great
possibilivios. Towavir, they are consrmad with the poteatial difutis of thelr voices, shoald they nat
reselva oahls oxxringo of thek entivo 6 MEz of digitel spootium, incinding all fres over-t-air
signals contained therein. 1should slso point 0wt tht broadosstors do not suppors # “dual canrlage”
mamdats that would doublte ths specinim requlrements for cible systama,

¥ o0 atro t of Togaliem az well sa promoting tha diversity of talavision
o T T
on 1al o ’ you
taka bnto socount the views afnmuﬁv?lmmmd wmal] brosdoasions goross the courriny,
providing them with a proparticnate volnn on digital ceble systems,

Thank you i advenos for your oonsidersiion.

Paot E. Giliraor
Momber of Congress
PBGib
WASHINGYON 'Y mapawge NomAN AN
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The Houoxable Michasl Powoll
Fedeml Coppmunicationa Conymission
445 12™ Streat, W, B Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chaltrann Powelk: .
Lam writiog (o you rouarding maldoust mosl-carry in digital televisian, an ivnue thalis of

_ groat imperiznos (o the poople of Oklshoma, .

L have been contacted by ropreasniatives fiven broadoast stations worosy Oklnhops en cale
Tateer, most notzbly, non-ranjor network sffifistod stations Inotuding family-friendly KSBI-TY
52 in Qidahoma Clty sad KGEB-53 In Tulse, which air Oml Roberts Unlversity programming.
Thass brosdosaters huve taformed me that tha trenaltion to digitel tolevision has beon tn
exponsivo snd major undertaking, but one with great possibilitics, However, they are very
concerned with the ditution of thalr vadoo ifthey do not receive cable omrringe of their entlre 6
M&nfﬁmlmhlﬁhsdtmmwudﬂmmmw. As
you aro aware, the oable cirriage of 6 MHy of spegtrum in digital tolovision ls the exact sama
sproban requireiont that appRed to cabls in mlog tolevislen~—tothing more, nothing loss.

Tam » strong proponent of dversity 6l voloss In (he brosdosst medium snd support &

. reasomable ;mmet-cury rulo. To be olear, T do not support & “daal nrest-cary” requirement that

would doubla the spectrum requirements for cable gystoms. This fvsue Iy even more velovant
given the receat derognlatory ralemaking by the FCC to Joosct owoership rulea, which further
limit-the epportanities for stnall and ndepandent broadvastess.

T also encouragn the Lype of hmlly-fiiendly and local programming (hat KSBI-TV end
KGBB-53 als inmy atsto. Locally produced shows like On the Water Inthe Woods with Cody
and Cody; Oklshoma University md Oklshoma Stale Untvarsity foothell and besketoal]
programa; and Inspitationsl end edusstionsl programuming from Oral Raberis Univetsity are
greut fornns of entertainment, nown ad {nformation for Oklalomans,

As wo transilion to digital telovislon ind hroadcasted and cabls operalors apply sdvances -

in lechnology to provide sdditional servioss to Ameioan tolovision vlewers, it is my bops thet
Indapondent and amall brondossters are given & proporilonsts voios on digital cable systene,

+ Just ar annlog must-carry has boen an onsendal alemont in sasuring 10¢al and relevant

progrannuing to our commantties, digital multioast muat-omry (full carringe of brosdsastens’ 6
MMz of spectrum) wil{ ensure tha continued uvallabitily of communpity criented programming.
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Thank you for your stiontion 1o this matler. Y took forward to your tesponse.
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March 10, 2003 )
Tas Honerabla Mishat! X, Fowell
m?nmwmwm
445 13° Sivent, SW .
Washingion, D.C, 20534
« Rowwihisg umaﬁwqmmm ol ighisl brosdossi sigasla..

. uhw&wﬁm&wd .nmm&mm&.
rudvd f O dociot No. $8-12 st oablo sywseins arm ondy saqulred 1 cany, woder “ptsat canry™ -
mlos, the primery digite] taleriulon tignal of s Wrondasster. | et cogcemnpd thal ikis rulinniing

T Sl gl e cagmolty of their ayetioms sxpands Agstfisently,

Asyou Know, pador bo passefe off the-*1931 Cabls Aoy” cable affercd cnly Uslied, '
Socal broadasst siative wholoos, Tn that 1093 Cable Aot, Conprass
balwsced publi Enkorest neods with and . st

" ey Sios #¥er-he-sir brasdumt signbly vatslnod ia 6 BTz of rpecirom based cn the fotoht of the
mqm:m_ uaummmuﬁnuﬁwm:m
mumwmwhmwﬂumﬁ-m-w ) :
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This transition 19 roquired under the 1997 Balancsd Budgit Ast. A wiccessful thapsttion will f

bring consumers new choices for vidao woszmhg mmﬁwmbgy
= dwelopmm. wd ensulp s comged&vnmaﬂr.ec
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@angress of the Rnited Statea
Washington, A 20515

. Novembes 26, 2002 ':

‘The Honorable Michaal Powall

Pederal Communications Commission .

445 121 Stveet, S.W. 8t Floor -
Washington, D.C. 20554 | .. .

' "Dear Clistrian Powsli: .
 In furthes reference to the FCC's Janumay 14, 2001 mﬂn:lnesmdnﬂ'ﬂo 98-120, we
would ask you to resonsider requiting manduiory onrlags of only the primary digital television -
‘signal of s broadoaster, or, in the altemstive, redefine the tem primary video,” Given the fact
that this rulenaking has s6ch s strong Impaot on Joos) and inBemendont broadeastors, affecting
their sbility to remain visble entities providing hmporiant diversily of programuming and - :
_ v:ewmmllwtthmmnm'mnmofﬁw{mmy mwﬂdukﬂwFCCmmwﬁd«ﬂil

Asyaukuw, pdortopnwofm"mzcwbm ubleofﬁwl onlylimited
d:smhonuy fooal broadcust ststion programming choices. In thie 1992 Cable Act, Congress
‘balanged poblic: {nterost needs with indusiry compotitiveness and designed s reguistary shuchre
in which up to onc third of a cable operators channol capusity would be set aside for loca}
dbroadesst signals. Conjress further instraeted that must-canry apply to foture digital telovision
" operstions. In 1997, the Suprame Coutt upheld the wummﬂmallworﬂumm-emyp:wium.

" of the 1992 Ceblé Act, mnd«luhmmmwm&m.nﬂdﬂutmm .
Toguldtions would not bs a1 vndus burder on table. Must-carry bes been mmmﬁdclmm :
-promoting fnmilyfrlmdly. aplrimtl mdlocdprogrnmnhg '

g (ﬂvmthoﬁctﬂmtnblemdmmm mhwadu;ﬁmeluapmmmoomlmng

increments, the onc channel ruls should be reconsidered o include cable owrriage of any freo”
over-tho-air broadeast llgntla mmdlnﬁnﬂ:zofapmbmdmuwwwm ofthe 1992 .

BATED ol YOG parth

NI 2R PPAD 1A dR PAGE, B2
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'The Honoesble Mickasl Powsil - ,
Pago 2

* . Cablo Ast 1o provide m adequats voios fur srmsll, independent, aud locs] Voives, Cable caiags
. would be predicated on the broadcastey mesting the FCC licensing requiroments for yerving the
public interest, and oooupying up to only ans third of a cabls aperator’s capacity.

; Mmmmmﬂmmmmﬂu. Wa Yook fosward ta yous response.

" Cor Commisiionsr Kevin Mestta
Cominizsientr Michasl Copps -

NOU 26 903 16i41 : ’ PAGE. €3
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vo " Gongress of fhe Tntteh Shrtes
. Haehtugton, B 2005
November 13, 2002

mm«mm&rmn ) T

Chairman, Rederal Communjoations Cammmun : '
445 12% Street, SW A
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dm Chairmsn Powall:

.. Wemmnmmmummmuwommw :
-, aignale Jtis our wnderstanding that In Jasary of 2001, the FCC raled in CS docket No. 54-120.

' thateable systams are only roquired to oarry, under “tust eazry” rujes, the primary digital
relevision sigoul of a broadcaster, We are congemed that this rulemaking will heve an
incressingly uoate effect on looal and independeatt broadawstens, 8 group that Inofudes
many religions and muktilingoal broadcastess, uenhhwmmvmtmm;md!glw
mmmpuhmmwwwdplﬂmﬂv -

Asﬂwxmmmdmtﬂbmdmhuwomdmmthﬂmmyoiﬂmahulmd
indapoadont broadeastél plen to “malicast™ by offering several digital progremiming eptions 16
viewess intha § MHz uflpecm corrently uged to troadoast 1 “primoaxy” xnalog signal, rather -

then-one high Refinition gl Wo are wanried that unless these local avd independant
broadogaters are pormitted 10 contirue t3 brosdoast i the fall 6 MEZ of spectrtim, thonthe -
conaﬁuottvelndpou wldoh&orofkwﬂlbahiﬂﬁhhdunpmmof

thogullluhmahnlil on digite! ca'bllmm:.

Muﬁcmy"wumbﬁdudhymmundd&elm CabhAu.mdthnprovwm
of the '92 Actrsquiring that up to one third of s cable cperator’s chunael capachty must be set

aside for the carciags of lecal brosdcast sigaals wes upbeld by he Supreze Court in 1997, This .

bensficial policy has been a'key fastor in fostering the eveilability of Tocal, Awrully Siendly, wd -

- splriteal programming to cable-television viswery, The “must carry” pollcy has fnsured that -

* " news, sparty, and wholesowné progrummoing of Iocal and rogional interest s aviilabls on osbls -

aad we balieve that thonghtfl conslderation of this issus id neogssary tn order to epstze

M?Wwﬂﬂmﬂﬁmﬂmnhuyﬁv#eﬁhuuml

" - ekpan . .
. Wewmndmpmmhwhginmﬁummymmma&dsm.pnﬁmhﬂy :
MngmwmmnmN!Mamhcmmm:hgiﬂauwmmﬂdw

it order to ensurc that the objectives of the citrrent “nut cu'ry"yolicyua canded.
. fonvl.rd #s the transition fo dlgital televislon continves, -

LINDSBYE GRAHAM - EOEWIISON

Mermber of Congress Member of Con;ms

mﬂnwmmnm
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cmemmnrme  CONGIEES of the Wnited States -~ L2k,
 WATEANOMEANS Toose of Repeesmtatios =~ - 0 Maeaman

COMMITTER
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MEARURED No 6, mm-mmwm

* Thie Honorable Miokme! Poweil .
Fodoral Commumications Conmmission
*445 12th Street, 8.W, 8 Floor
‘Washiogton, D.C. 20554

- Doar Chairmen Povrell:

I finther refermeo to the P0C's Jaomary 18, 2001, mlhshf'.SDneketNo 98-120 1
would ask you % reconslder requiring mecdatory cmiagsnfmﬂythnprlm digital
tolavivlon signel of n broadeaster, o} in the altemative, redofine the tarm “primary video.* '
*Given tie hot that this rfemaking bas such e slgnifiomt impest on'loosl and independent -
broadoesters, affecting theix, ability to remebn viabla entities providing important diversity
_ofproyminzandviewpohﬁmﬂﬂnﬂwmtltm ofﬂwhdmhy,lwoulduktho
J?GChmomwmhhmlumking.

As you know, prior to pmngc of the V1992 Cable Aot”, ctble offersd only lisnited,
diar.mionaxy local troadsast atation progremming chn!ou. In the 1992 Cable Act,
Congross. belaneed poblic intarest neads with industry competitivensss nnd designed 2 -
reguln!oryltruouunnwhichuptoomlhlrdofacnblupmr'mhmnel sepuotty wonld
ba set asida for koon! broadsast signals. Congress farthee instructed thal must-ommry apply -
to futurd digitel telsvision operations, In 1997, ths Supremie Coust upheld the .
constitutionelity of the muast-oary provisions of the 1992 Cable Ast, citing the one third
channel oapacity allocation. Must-camy has been an essantial slorent in pranoting

- fmily fricodly, lplﬁmll-mdloulmwmh& .

Given the fact that cable and broadosst are increasing chatmel eapu:lyinomnlam
increments, the one ¢hmpel rule should be reconsidored to include coble cqiage of any
fres over-tha-nir broadosst signuls contained in 6 mlw of apectram baged on the intent of
tha 1992 Cable Act to pravids s adequats yolod for mnall, indgpmdmt, wnd lnul volcos,
- Casble. camisge would bo predicated on the “broadoaster mpeting the FCC 1 .
. requirements for derving ﬂnpublicluwm. and Wﬂswmonlymthhd ofa coble
opersior’s clplctly

v

'I‘hunk yun for yonr atteation to this matter.

%ﬂw
Meombes of Cung’%

qmmmmlm . mmum::mm ' SEMRNA CITY TALL
mmmuw #5054 COUNIAY Glaly pivive . " iy Appriwint Oy
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~ Hinited Stawes Senate

WASHINGTON, nc-zmo

.. - Ootober 11, 2002

The Honorable Michael K, Powell
. Chainman, Federal Comntawications Commission
. 445 12% Street, SW .
‘Washingtan, DC 20554
Dear Chairrman Powel:

We are writing regurding th isste of smdatory vabls vanitge of dighnl brosdoast
signals. 1t is our understanding that in January 612001, the FCCruled in CS Docket No, 94:120
that cable systerns ave anly required to carry, wnder “must catry” rules, tho primary digital
tofovision signal of A bmadcaster, Wo are concerned that this ralenaking will have an .

disproportionita affact qn lovs] and independent brondcasters, 8 group thot inclades
many religious mdmuldlmsudbmﬂmm.umbhmmmﬁmm}o;tu digital and
the capmtybfthﬂ'r systoms oxpands umﬂumtl'y .

. mmaywnvmtodmmlbtoldmﬁng. womdmtlndtlmwnyofﬂmclocalmd
independant broadeastcra plaa to “multivast” by offiring several digltalpmylmmmg uptionsto
visw s in the 6 MEIZ of apectiim curyeatly used to bruudonst 8 “primery” anelog wlgnal, vather
than one high defioltion signal Wa aze worrled that unloss these local sud indspmdent -

) Wummuedmwm.wmﬁcmmmmnsmdummm
constroctive und positive programmbng which they offer will be highly diluted as apm:anugu of
thn tohl chinnels nvsilable on digital cable aystams.

. "Must cnm?' was sstablished by Congreas under the 1992 Cablo Act,’ mdtlmpmisluns
of the ‘92 Act requiring that up to one thisd of 8 cabls operstor” 3 channel capacity must be sot
aside for the carrdage of local broadoast signalt was upheld by the Supreme Court In 1997, This
Heneficial policy has been & key factor in fﬂstarmg the avuilabifity of local, f:mllyﬁ'lmdly,
spiriftal progracaming 1o oble telévision vigwers, The “mrut carry” policy hus insured that news,

and wholesome prograrnming of {ocal and regional interest is sveilable en cable systems,

and wo belinve that thoughtfil considagation of this iuuoianwuuxymordsmmwnhum‘h .
nnpoxtmt prdgrmmhz will flowdsh and grow g8 tho oapacity of oable systoma expends, " °

“We would sppmme heuing from you with ymrﬂwu;htz on this matter, pestiolarty-
with regard to say action you belfeve might ba neceasary from 2 legislative orropulatory

standpoint in order to ensurs that tho objsctives of the current “must oerry” policy ato curried
forward ax Ihc tansition to digital televisfon contioues,

‘OCT 11 2082 16:2L . 202 228 1067 PAGE.BZ
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Angust 5, 2002

The Hoorable Michiel Fowel g | Semes—————

FederalCmmluﬂm(}wmlnim
445 12th Styeet, S.W. 1° Floor
Wushinmn. DC. 20554

Déae Chalmaén Powelt:

lnfmhmeﬁmumﬂnl'ccumwy IB,ZMl.mnnginCSDodmNo.”-lzo.f

" . wold ask you & wconsider tequiring piandstory oandige of only the priimary digital

telovision dignal of a broadenstey; or, in the aliernative, redefins the (s “priniary video.*
Giveo thé far thet this relemaking has suoh & slgnifeant impact on local and independent
brosdoasiors, affsqting their ability to rematn viable entities providing importint diversity

"ﬁ

As ou L, o 10 puang of the "1992 Ceble Act”, cablo offered, only lmited,
disorctionary Joosd broadonst swtlon programming cho'lcu. In the 1992 Cable Act,
- Congress baimoed public interest needs with industry competitivensss and designed a

regulatory struetara in which up to one third of a cabls oporaior's chancel capacity wonld . .

bo.set aside For local broscast signals, Cangress further natructed that must-oarry apply-
to fupure digital television operations, In 1997, the Supreme Court wpheld the
consttationality of U must-carcy provisious of the 1992 Cable Ac, clting the one third

- thawnsl eapagity ailocation, Must-carry has been an esvantial olemant lu pmotlng .

mwm«;ndly, tpirial, and localpro:mnﬂu
gl."

Qlven ths fact that cable and bmdmt axe inoretsing chlnuel upadiy i eomlnlng .

Increments, the one chaanel ruls should be reconsidered to include cable candage of any
frea owﬁukhoduuslgmhwmhﬂ!némh:otqw&wbu&donlhulmmof
the 1992 cabhmmp:ovhmmqumvauformu, isdepeydent, mdluoalvolm.

nbu!mllomlnl?_uu

01 programming avd viewpaints within ths aorrant miste of the industry, 1 would esk the™
PCCapeea M—ﬂhmakl - :




NG S00 1M - LV N U

cnhmteawdudmm&mﬁnunhommu&@mcélmm
 "yequiremnpuis for serving the publlo intéront, and accupying up to only one third of & cable
- operator’s capaclty, . L ' -

Thank you for your stievtion 1o thix matier. | Jook foward 0 yoie responss o# tm
mater, ' '
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